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chicken shack conoco fill ‘er up and take her home my carburetor
is pumping smoke tonight rooftops and satelite dishes sometimes
i dream of your kisses white lines and hillsides flying by zombies
stumble out headed for the edge of town to get a six-pac at the
liquor store i just duck down drive on shimmy shake shot-gun
straight ahead bootstrap my way further on up the road  (CHO-
RUS ) the river is flowing texas just keeps on going
my tail lights are rolling straight back to your star
gonna rent another car drive it ‘til it falls apart leave the pieces
broken in the sand then i’m gonna ride bareback like brando in
one eyed jacks cut a big swathe across the rio grande tender true
romance wrapped up in a barbwire fence sweet cactus blossom
desert rose by sunset i’m gone straight ahead carry on it won’t
take long turn down the bed baby I’m comin’ home  (CHORUS )
the river is flowing texas just keeps on going my tail
lights are rolling straight back to your star baby
straight to your star duck down drive on you got to
blossom desert rose you got to blossom desert rose…
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stay with me this could be an all nighter grab your keys and cigarette
lighter all the way to the end of this highway like Sinatra i’m doin’
it my way now don’t need no-one to show me how tonite (CHO-
RUS ) i’m gonna make a california turnaround way out
where the sun goes down wait until the tide goes out
and drive away radio is on a jazz station it’s an out of body sit-
uation 40 west can’t go on forever but I bet the two of us together
can let’s put these wheels in the sand i think it’s time to do a  (CHO-
RUS ) california turnaround way out where the sun
goes down wait until the tide goes out and drive away
feels like I’m movin’ on a river coastin’ with you by my side let’s
put our pieces back together and ride leave the west behind 
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loving you out here by the stardust sign in a sleeping bag with a
bottle of sweet strawberry wine to pour on a aztec sky full of dia-
monds i try to forget how good it feels to be somebody’s only real
one in a million shot at a perfect weekend at the sands i did some
time in traffic school at a business park on a broken stool with a
sad guitar playin’ brown eyed girl feedin’ dollars in the jukebox i
shouldn’t have got drunk and walked outside in the reno sun with
the alkali blowin’ in my face and in my eyes and fell right on my
knees  (CHORUS ) hey dianne it’s getting late diane
there’s nothin’ to do now but keep us pointed west on
10 we paid the price it’s time to take the ride there’s
nothin’ to be afraid of dianne following that blue smoke
floatin’ over the bedroom doorway i’m listenin’ to the sound of your
voice in my ear whispering all your secret canyon dreams girl i
had to find my way back home by the light of a full moon in a slip-
stream river of saxophone tears to hold onto my day job i promise
i’ll pay back every dime i lost on the desert and redline this lil’ hard-
top all the way back to l.a. and rise from the ocean all drippin’ wet
turn off Johnny and come to bed girl i didn’t wake up ‘til i learned
to fly high enough to see the curvature of the earth alone in a deep
black night 
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whenever you say my name a little sun comes up inside my head
and i don’t feel the cold or hear the trucks go by a clock is tickin’
in the kitchen the faucet’s drippin’ i hear my mama hummin’ some-
thin’ from last night with bacon grease in a coffee can a cigarette
in freedom land and long forgotten conversations fm stations ooh
baby you got me prayin’ to a different god than the one who keeps
this whole world at each others’ throats i go to work and i see people
all gathered around the edge of the lake in business suits talkin’
about the power outage everybody is tryin’ to reboot tryin’ to re-
boot get back to where the love is falling like white rose petals on
satin sheets with bluebirds calling  (CHORUS ) you and i were
born to ride down blacktop roads on summer nights
look at the moon up there just daring us to fly stay
high stay high baby i chased a lightnin’ bug along the river-
bank out behind the smokestacks into the woods i followed a trail
through the blueberry patches deeper and deeper into the wilder-
ness on natchez with melodies floatin’ on the 4th of july and henry
mancini in a cadillac movin’ across the mason Dixon line i never
intended to fall so hard i couldn’t get up so i laid down by the side
of the road in the green green grass with the Dixie cups and
chicken bones and listened to the sound of the blues goin’ electric
in chicago i’m ‘onna wrap my arms around you now and dance
right here in the parking lot this digital rain can’t outbeat the blood
runnin’ in our veins i’m-o-kick out the stops and let the light in get
back onto the interstate and just keep drivin’   
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i picked up the phone to call you like i used to do and i fell apart i
broke every single promise that i ever made to my broken heart
and i’m driving down the street just like i’m in a trance drawn as if
by magic to your door   (CHORUS ) old habits die hard quit-
tin’ you is like tryin’ to stop the beating of my heart
i’m trying not to love you break down like a baby in
your arms but these old habits die hard i still set the
table with the candle and the rose and an empty chair
and i watch television i still got to know who wants to be a
millionaire and like a broken record i repeat your name and i still
reach out to touch you in the dark  (CHORUS ) old habits die
hard quittin’ you is like tryin’ to stop the beating of
my heart i’m trying not to love you break down like
a baby in your arms but these old habits die hard the
first thing that i want is the last thing that i need you’re so right
and so wrong you’re the killer and the cure for me
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it’s not about the money it’s all about the mileage you get it’s takin’
time to stop and watch another ruby sunset jump into harrah’s and
buy some chips put your money on even and watch while the
wheel goes around and around it’s been a pretty good trip it’s time
to settle it down now  (CHORUS ) we’re runnin’ on fumes all
out of matches to strike whatever you do to hold this
thing together and keep us rolling into the light it
better be soon we’re runnin’ on fumes better drop some
bread crumbs to make sure we get outa these woods ain’t nothin’
out here but evergreens and johnny b. goode take another sip of
coffee and rotate the tires book a honeymoon suite on the edge of
the sea of tranquility they don’t take checks here our credit is
pushed to the limit 
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i’ll pack a u-haul trailer behind a chevy van i’ll be a guitar player
in a bar blues band i’m gonna live on crosstops and breathe in-
terstate i’ll search every truckstop until i find you someday  (CHO-
RUS ) cinderella how much further do i have to go
down this long old dusty blacktop road just to find
the girl with one glass slipper on one slipper gone
cinderella you’re the one i got a elephant’s memory a road
dog soul work with me henry let the good times roll i’ll do mickey’s
monkey i’ll jump through hoops baby i’ll go hungry whatever to get
to you  (CHORUS ) cinderella how much further do i have
to go down this long old dusty blacktop road just to
find the girl with one glass slipper on one slipper’s
gone Cinderella you’re the one live the life tear stains on
your pillow soaked through baby i know i’ll be driving all night… 
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You were in my dream last night everything was in slow motion
the river turned into sand you were reaching for my hand a bea-
con swept the sky city on the hill was shining caught a greyhound
bus and you were next to me when i woke up one step ahead of
the reaper window rolled down to keep from sleepin’ baby can’t
you feel that sun just breakin’ through the clouds (CHORUS )
we’re golden we’re beautiful we’re rolling the devil
may chase us but he can’t beat the aces we’re holding
now pick up the cash in vegas take it up hwy 5 keep an eye out
girl i’m standin’ right by the mobile sign better slide over baby trou-
ble can’t be far behind any raw deals we had to take we made ‘em
just in time the bump the dip the kick in the ribs the bowling ball
slips and hits the floor makin’ a boom the pilot flips the afterburners
on and (CHORUS ) we’re golden we’re beautiful we’re
rolling the devil may chase us but he can’t beat the
aces we’re holding now here’s where we finally learn what
flying feels like forty thousand feet above the desert through the
crystal morning light  
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out on that blue horizon it’s blacktop road all the way the sparrow
i got my eye on is flyin’ today get me some gas in lovelock fill up
this old cadillac les crane is talkin’ night talk there’s no turnin’ back
(CHORUS ) follow hwy 85 let go just enjoy the ride it’s
a long road with one way to arrive keep following 85
uhauls and thirsty horses stardust and alkali mac trucks and reno
divorces galloping by when i’m so tired i can’t see i pull off here
under the moon then i tilt back my front seat and dream about you
(CHORUS ) follow hwy 85 let go just enjoy the ride it’s
a long road with one way to arrive keep following 85
static on the radio it’s lonesome on the neon desert the trick is
knowing just how far to go got to stay in this car and drive it ‘til it
falls apart… �
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48 hours is a long party baby wild weekends at break-neck speed
out of control now this thing is shaky one more bump and we’ll be
history  (CHORUS ) the wheels are comin’ off can’t hold on much
longer there’s still some time to bail out before we crash and burn
we’ve still got some love holding us together it’s time to save what
hasn’t been lost the wheels are comin’ off the wheels are comin’
off now baby $900.00 is a lot of money baby that buys a lot of coke
and alcohol it’s been a wild ride it’s tearing us apart without each
other we got nothin’ at all  (CHORUS ) the wheels are comin’ off
can’t hold on much longer there’s still some time to bail out before
we crash and burn we’ve still got some love holding us together it’s
time to save what hasn’t been lost the wheels are comin’ off it’s not
too late for us to bring it to a stop the wheels are comin’off…

�

Bob 
Bullock

mixer

�

'  “

'  “

b i l l  l a b o u n t y b a c k  t o  y o u r  s t a r

10_the wheels are coming off
(Bill LaBounty/Rick Chudacoff)
Skyscape Music Inc. (BMI)/Gouda Music (ASCAP) 

11

bass - David Hungate
guitars - Danny Parks
drums - Brian Fullen
blues harp - Robbie Dupree
electric piano - Bill LaBounty
bgvs. - Robbie Dupree, Bill LaBounty



freight train stuck on the track people lined up for three miles back
work all week and wind up sittin’ in a car with a tub of fried
chicken bottle of wine a rolling stone pack of cigarettes on my way
home out on the porch i rock in the swing get a buzz when the
robins sing  (CHORUS ) fly away just spread your arms
and catch a wave try again to get back out there in
the wind fly away i got a box seat out on the lake catch bass
and meditate pretty little girls with nothin’ on but sunglasses and
itty-bitty thongs go marchin’ by in a big parade turn my lemons into
lemonade i’m gonna lay my troubles down forever at the bottom of
the cumberland river and  (CHORUS ) fly away i spread my
arms and catch a wave try again to get back out there
in the wind fly away don’t get on that long and winding road
that takes you out where you don’t want to go fly away here kitty
kitty kitty
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wildflowers growin’ through sidewalks rusty junkers sittin’ up on
blocks tumbleweed is blowin’ down main street a dog is barking
somewhere for something to eat there’s runnin’ water here but
there’s no cable chickens scratchin’ on the kitchen table i hear
footsteps comin’ up my stairs i wait but there’s no-one there
(CHORUS ) river girl (got my front porch light on) river
girl (you’ll be rollin’ by before too long) take me to the
ocean and carry me into the world drift back river
girl dream power takes fire and wind there’s no-place here to
plug a laptop in we’re a long way from the interstate time to stop
for awhile just sit here and wait I’ve seen every mile this road un-
winds rock formations and power lines time to sit down by this
willow tree let some love come to me…  
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I’d like to thank all the great musicians who
invested so much of themselves in this
recording, providing the very best vehicle the
universe possesses for bringing this artist’s
songs to life.  

Thank you, Danny Parks, Brian Fullen, Tommy
Wells, Chad Cromwell, Gordon Mote, Larry
Carlton, David Hungate, Michael Rhodes,
Steve Wariner, Sam Levine, Robbie Dupree,

Dow Tomlin, Paul Arntz, Wayne Killius,
Suzanne Young, Tom Flora, I will be forever
grateful.

Thanks to my producer and partner, Danny Parks,
for tolerating the whims, reassessments, and
demands that come part and parcel with a
collaborating artist, namely me. But mostly,
thank you Danny for contributing a technical
ability for recording and production that al-
most equals your brilliance as a guitar player.

My partner and mixing engineer, Bob Bullock,
is highly regarded in the music business in
general and I am thankful for his skill, taste,
and willingness to share his creative path with
me. Not to mention the constant, pleasant de-
meanor and engaging conversation in his artis-
tically conducive environment. Thank you, Bob.

Thanks go to inspiring artists, Jack and Laurent
“The Twins” Durieux, sound recording engineers,
Andy Kern, Benjamin Wilson, and P.T. (protools)
Houston and his Sound Deluxe U99 Microphone,
Mervin Louque at Douglas Corner Cafe Nash-
ville, Herb Shucher at Paul Reed Smith Guitars,
Rob Olson of Hofner Guitar, Tim Godwin at Line
Six, Forks Drum Closet, and Mr. P’s BBQ.

Personally, and most importantly, my loving
family Beckie and Emma LaBounty, I love you
both very dearly.  To Mom, Dad, Bob, Bunni,
and Ruth, all my love and thank you. 
I am also blessed with a large network of
friends who’ve supported and encouraged me
throughout this project. 

Thank you, Robbie Dupree, Rick Chudacoff,
Sam Lorber, Pat Nelson, Don and Charmaine
Cook, Larry and Michelle Carlton, Steve and
Caryn Wariner, Randy Hart, Lorenzo Set-
tepanella, Jay Senter, Jack White, Pam and
David Kidd, Mike Curb, Atsushi Yamakawa,
Richard Benhaim, Pat Bauwens.
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